
Our mission is to create relationships that make a positive 
difference in the lives of persons with disabilities. 

Dancing For A Difference 2014
	   	   Ci$zen	   Advocates	   is	   excited	   to	  
announce	  ten	  area	  celebri$es	  who	  will	  
be	   dancing	   at	   this 	   year’s	   Dancing For	  
A Difference: Gala	   2014	   at	   the	  
HarDord	   Chandelier	   Ballroom	   on	   May	  
2nd.	  	  The	  ten	  dancers	  were	  introduced	  
at	  The	  Museum	  of	  Wisconsin	  Art,	  West	  
Bend,	   on	   Wednesday,	   February	   26.	  
Each	   dancer	   i s	   pa i red	   wi th	   a	  
professional	   dance	   instructor	   donated	  
by	   the	   Fred	   Astaire	   Studios	   of	  
Southeastern	  Wisconsin.	  This	  will 	  be	  a	  
fundraising	  event	  for	  Ci$zen	  Advocates	  
and	   five	   other	   area	   nonprofit	  
programs.	   This 	  is	   the	  only	   coopera$ve	  
fundraising	   event	   in	   Washington	  
County.	  Last	  year	  the	  event	  raised	  over	  
$3,500	  for	  programs	  in	  the	  county.	  	  

	   	   	   The	  event	  will	   be	  taking	  place	   this	  
year,	   once	   again,	   at	   the	   Chandelier	  

Ballroom,	   in	   HarDord,	   on	   Friday,	   May	  
2nd.	  This	  is 	  the	  5th	   anniversary	  of	   the	  
Gala	   and	   we	   are	   invi$ng	   all	   forty	  
dancers 	   back	   to	   the	   event	   from	   the	  
four	  prior	   events.	   Tickets	  are	  available	  
at	   $75.00	   each	   and	   you	   may	   s$ll	  

purchase	  a	  table	  at	  a	  10%	  discount,	  but	  
only	   un$l	   April	   15th.	   Tables	  are	  $600	  
each	  aYer	  the	  15th.	  

	   	  	   	  This	  year	  we	  welcome	  the	  following	  
area	  nonprofits	  to	  the	  event:

The	  Volunteer	  Center	  of	  Washington	  	  	  	  	  	  
County

The	  Museum	  of	  Wisconsin	  Art
The	  Ice	  Bears

The	  Kewaskum	  Kiwanis
The	  Albrecht	  Free	  Clinic
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Our 2014 Celebrity Dancers are: (Front Row, left to right) Sandra Hottenroth, Laura Jelinek, Alyssa Jensen, 

Marilyn Herzberg, Kari Schilling, Jim Punzenberger, (Back Row, left to right) Kevin Bartelt, Justin Wenninger, 

Jennifer O’Connell, and Abigail Scheiss.

(Continued on next page.)



When I first came to Citizen Advocates ten years ago one of the first individuals that I met to help familiarize me 
with the people and the program was David LeFeber. David quickly helped me understand two very important 
things: what it means to be an advocate, for that is and continues to be what he is, and how important business 
support is in keeping the CA program solvent. As a key management employee at Steel Craft in West Bend, David 

helped me to understand how best to approach 
businesses in the county when asking for financial 
support. 

David has long had a love of classic automobiles as 
well, so it was fitting that his Steel Craft retirement party 
was recently held at the Wisconsin Auto Museum in 
Hartford. Although David has now left Steel Craft after 
many years of faithful service, he will, thankfully, 
remain a valued advocate to his partner, Ed. We wish 
David a blessed retirement, and look forward to seeing 
he and his wife Marilyn at CA events in 
the future. 

The	  Washington	  County	  Humane	  
Society

This 	  year’s	  dancers	  will	   once	  again	  be	  
partnered	   with	   professional	   dancers	  
from	   the	   Fred	   Astaire	   Studios	   of	  
Southeastern	   Wisconsin.	   The	   studios	  
donate	   five	   lessons	   for	   each	   dancer	  
back	   to	   the	  event.	  We	  are	  so	   grateful	  
for	   their	   generosity.	   The	   studios	   will	  
also	   be	   providing	   professional	   judges	  
for	  the	  event.	  	  As	  in	  the	  past,	  there	  will	  

also	   be	   a	   pro-‐dance	   featuring	   a	  
professional	   dance	   couple	   from	   the	  
studios.	   The	  event	   will 	   be	   catered	   by	  
Zillis,	   caterer	   for	   the	   past	   four	   Gala	  
events,	   as	  well.	   This 	  year’s	  dinner	  will	  
be	  an	  interac$ve	  buffet,	   the	  first	  $me	  
we	  have	  done	  this	  with	  Zillis.	  There	  will	  

be	   a	   Silent	   Auc$on,	   cash	   bar	   and	   an	  
Open	  Dance.	  If	  you	  would	  like	  to	  order	  
$ckets,	  please	  go	  to:	  www.cawash.org/
2014gala-‐html.

Mark Brunner  
markcbrunner@gmail.com 

Longtime Advocates Retires, But Advocacy Keeps Rolling!

Dancing For A Difference 2014 (From	  page	  one)

The 2014 Gala Committee ha been meeting regularly since November of 2013 to make 

sure that this year’s event is successful. This year’s committee is: (Left to Right) LynnDee 

Murphy, Rachel Maas, Nancy Baker, Jim Punzenberger (and Cheryl Starling, Cynthia 

Dallmann and Jessica Frederick--not shown)

Mark Brunner  
markcbrunner@gmail.com 

David LeFeber standing by his beloved 1929 Detroit Electric.
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2013 Citizen Advocate Annual Report

“Some$mes	  you	   want	   to	   go,	  where	   everybody	  knows	  your	   name,	   and	   they're	   always	  
glad	   you	   came.	  You	  wanna	  be	  where	   you	   can	   see,	  our	   troubles	   are	   all	   the	   same.	   You	  
wanna	  be	  where	  everybody	  knows	  your	  name.”

Every	  day,	  all	  over	  the	  world,	  people	  gather	  together.	  	  They	  say	  they	  are	  going	  for	  coffee,	  
or	   for	  a	  bite	  to	  eat.	  	  But	  if	   that	  is	  all	   they	  wanted,	  they	  could	  make	  coffee	  at	  home,	  or	  go	  
through	  the	  drive	  thru.	  	  People	  gather	  together	  because	  they	  crave	  interac$ons	  with	  other	  
people.	  They	  want	   to	   go	   somewhere	   where	   they	  can	   visit,	   share	   and	   feel	   like	   part	   of	   a	  
group.

We	  are	  all	  looking	  for	  places	  to	  go	  that	  we	   feel	   like	  we	  belong,	  where	  people	  are	  friendly	  
and	  kind	  and	  where	  we	  can	  be	  a	  part	   of	  something. 	  	  People	  need	  other	  people.	  	  Loneliness	  and	  isola$on	  are	  a	  very	  real	  threat	   to	  
our	  quality	  of	  life.	  	  It	  can	  paralyze	  us	  and	  it	  can	  affect	  both	  our	  mental	  and	  physical	  health.	  	  

The	   loneliness	  that	  many	  people	  with	  disabili$es	   feel	   is	  expounded	  by	  the	  fact	   that	   they	  are	  usually	  surrounded	  by	  people.	   	  But	  
they	  are	  people	  who	  take	  care	  of	  them,	  who	  are	  there	  because	  they	  are	  paid	  to	  be	  there.	  	  Think	  about	  that.	  	  

Compound	   the	   isola$on	   with	   the	   fact	   that	   many	  people	   with	   disabili$es	  don’t	   have	   the	  social	   skills	   to	   know	   how	   to	   seek	  out	  
friends,	  they	  don’t	  know	  how	  to	  get	   connected	   in	   the	  community	  with	  groups	  of	  people	  that	  have	  the	  same	  interests	  and	  even	  if	  
they	   did,	   they	   wouldn’t	   know	   how	   to	   approach	   the	   group	   and	   begin	   a	   conversa$on.	   An	   added	   difficulty	   is	   they	   oYen	   lack	  
transporta$on	  or	  the	  financial	  resources	  to	  get	  to	  the	  groups.

Much	  of	  2013,	   the	  staff	  and	   board	   of	   Ci$zen	   Advocates	  looked	   at	   our	   programs	  and	   tried	   to	  figure	  out	   the	  best	   way	   to	  provide	  
opportuni$es	   for	   people	   in	  Washington	  County	  that	  have	  disabili$es;	  opportuni$es	  to	   connect	  with	   the	  community	  and	  to	   build	  
rela$onships.	  	  We	  asked	  how	  can	  we	  have	  the	  greatest	   impact	  on	  the	  most	   amount	  of	  people?	  	  Through	   those	  conversa$ons	  we	  
are	   moving	   forward	   with	   some	   new	   ideas	   that	   will	   expose	   more	   people	   in	   Washington	   County	   to	   our	   program	   and	   to	   the	  

opportunity	  to	  create	  rela$onships.	  	  

Ci$zen	   Advocates	   con$nues	   to	   strive	   towards	   crea$ng	   rela$onships	   that	   make	   a	  
difference.	  	  The	  program	  is	  evolving	  and	   changing,	  but	  always	  the	  goal	  is	  giving	  people	  
with	  disabili$es	   the	  place	  to	   go	  where	  people	   know	  their	   name	  and	  are	  glad	  they	  are	  
there.	  	  Isn’t	  that	  what	  we	  all	  want?

Kieckhafer, Dietzler, Hauser and Hanson, a 
West Bend CPA, Accounting Firm, has been 
donating its services to Citizen Advocates 
since 2011. Each week I pickup and drop off 
all of our accounting at their offices where I 
am greeted by Linda, above, at the reception 
desk. Her smile says it all.  Mark 

Jessica Frederick          
Program Coordinator  
jfrederick@cawash.com 

A message to our donors from the Executive Director, Mark Brunner
–3 Youth Connections programs continue at Kennedy Middle School in Germantown, Kewaskum, and Silverbrook Middle   

  School in West Bend East/West High Schools.

–2 Connections matches continue in Washington County, matching churches with group homes.

–Our office space continues as a community resource for dozens of individuals with developmental disabilities spending time at Our Place.

–Citizen Advocates held its first picnic in many years in 2013, as well as its second annual Christmas Concert.

–A partner continues to work in the CA office.

–3 new peer matches in Washington County in 2013.

2013 Program Income: $101,000

2013 Program Expenses: $102,000

2014 Projected Income: $114,000

2014 Projected Program Expenses: $110,000

In 2013 we saw income decrease slightly over 2012 by 3%. Business investments began a slow increase as we slowly emerged from the recent 

recession, with individual and sustaining support remaining steady, and a decrease of 13% in program grants. We continued to cut expenses and 

are embarking on a program to introduce two additional fundraising events into our 2014 calendar bolstering our program income base. We 

reduced our overhead by 8% in 2013 by reducing fundraising costs for our Gala event in Spring. We go into 2014 with a healthy and growing 

program and a manageable budget. Thank you for your consistent support. 
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Creating relationships that make a positive difference in
the lives of those with disabilities.

Welcome Jim!

Punzenberger Goes All Out for CA!

P lease jo in u s i n we lcoming Mr. J im 
Punzenberger to the Citizen Advocates Board of 
Directors. Jim works with Frank DeRaimo, long-
time friend and investor in our Citizen Advocates 
program, at Pointer Marketing in West Bend. He 
brings a great deal of experience to our 
program as he is expert in the area of digital 
media and graphic design. Jim has agreed to 
help us to fine tune and expand our internet 
image as well as our presence on Facebook and 

Linked-In. This is what Jim calls the 
“back end” of our program. We are 
very thankful for Jim’s willingness to 
spearhead this effort. Thank you Jim 
and we look forward to working 
with you on these important areas 
of our program. 
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CA400 Early Summer Event 
Scheduled!

If you love auto racing and enjoy good food, 
considering joining me and other CA donors at the 

Slinger Speedway on Sunday, June 22nd. There will be 
good food and a special, home brewed, Raceway beer 
for your sampling. For more information, please call me, 

Mark Brunner, at 414-412-1820. I’d love to see you there. 
All proceeds will go to benefit Citizen Advocates.

Mark Brunner  
markcbrunner@gmail.com Not only is Jim joining our Board, he is also volunteering 

to be one of our ten celebrity dancers in this year’s 
Gala, Dancing For A Difference, 2014. Jim is also a dog 
lover, as evidenced by his working space at Pointer 
Marketing.
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